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Carmah Lawler, 1929–2020  
 
By Katherine Wood, 1954 
 
Carmah was born January 21, 1929 in Toledo, Ohio, 
and made her transition on March 14, 2020 in 
Evergreen, Colorado. She was the life partner of 
Kathy Glass, and the two of them were the first 
recipients of OLOC’s Del Martin Old Lesbian Pride 
Award in 2010. Kathy passed in 2014. Carmah was 
an active member of Colorado OLOC from 1994 on, 
and she was a big supporter of Arden Eversmeyer 
and the Old Lesbian Oral Herstory Project. 
 
Carmah earned a bachelor’s degree from Bowling Green State University 
and a master’s degree from the University of Michigan. She spent many 
years as a social worker for Jefferson County Public Schools as well as 
decades of involvement in Colorado politics, particularly in LGBT rights. 
She traveled the world extensively and her wise counsel will be greatly 
missed! 
 
 
Phyllis Lyon, 1924–2020 
 

Phyllis Lyon, who spent more than 50 years 
fighting for LGB rights, was a member of OLOC 
since 1989. She attended at least two National 
Gatherings (Houston, 2004 and Cleveland, 2010).  
 
Phyllis was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma; grew up in 
Sacramento, California; and moved to San 
Francisco after graduating from the University of 
California, Berkeley, with a journalism degree. 
She was a police reporter in Fresno and a 

reporter at the Chico Enterprise-Record during the 1940s. Later, she co-
founded the National Sex Forum, where she served as a director for 19 
years. She was also a professor at the Institute for Advanced Study of 
Human Sexuality, where she was an innovator in sex education. 
 




