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Another gay man
dead in Michigan

\ n March 13, 1995, Scott Amedure
ied fr otgun blasts to his

phobia behind the incendiary remarks of
Oakland County Prosecutor Dick Thompson,
the poor media c@verage of the murder, the
talk show hate, a1 1 the murderous actions

of Jon Schmitz.

See Murder, page 9
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Homophobia Kills:
- The Murder of Scott Amedure-

Thurday,March9,1995, in Orion
O;ownship, Scott Amedure, 32, was
murdered by Jonathan Schmitz, 24. Ear-
lier in the week, the two had been in
Chicagototapeasegmentof “The Jenny
Jones Show” about secret admirers.

Three weeks before the murder, Scott
Ameduremet Jonathan Schmitz through
a mutual friend, Donna Riley. Accord-
ing to family and friends, Amedure was
a fan of television talk shows. He re-
sponded to a request from the Jenny
Jones show for secret admirers.

Producers of the show contacted
Schmitz, who initially refused to go on
the show, but was convinced by friends
and co-workers his place of employ-
ment, the Fox and Hound Restaurant in
Bloomfield Hills to attend the taping of
the segment. Schmitzhad recently ended
a relationship with a fiancee and was
apparently intrigued by meeting a new
partner. According to reports in the
media, he purchased $300 worth of new
clothes in anticipation of the show.

When Schmitz arrived on the show,
he walked onstage and saw his friend
Donna Riley, leaned over and kissed
her, apparently believing her to be the
admirer. Jenny Jones then told Schmitz
that Scott Amedure had the secret at-
traction and the show was about men
who have crushes on other men.

Schmitz told the audience he was het-
erosexual and politely maintained his
composure for the rest of the taping,
police and neighbors said Thursday.
On the plane ride home from Chicago,
Schmitz told a woman on the plane that
he was “bitterly disappointed and hu-
miliated when (the secret admirer)
turned out to be Amedure,” according
to the Detroit Free Press. After greeting
Riley and Amedure as they boarded the
plane, Schmitz told the woman who sat
next to him on the plane ride, “I'm not
mad, but if I think about it a while, I
might get mad,” according to Sheriff’s
Deputy Randy Praski in the Free Press.

Upon reaching Detroit, Schmitz of-
fered Riley and Amedure aride home to
Orion Township. The three partied that
night at Brewski’s in Lake Orion.

On Thursday morning, March 9,
Jonathan Schmitz returned home after
spending the night with a friend. He
found an unsigned, sexually-suggestive
note taped to his door, along with a
flashing road sign. Amedure had taken
such a sign from the Chicago airport.

Later that morning, Schmitz’s neigh-
bor Laurie Caddick saw him get into his

car, according to the Detroit Free Press.
Hewasnicely dressed, and she assumed
he was going to the Fox and Hound,
where he workedr. His first stop, how-
ever, was Gary’s Guns Shop in Oxford.
Nancy Morgan, owner of the gun
shop, told the Free Press that Schmitz
boughta pump-action shotgun. Schmitz
told Morgan that he was going duck-
hunting with his father, and she showed
him how tobreak down the shotgun. He
paid $200 cash, asked her for the time,
and said, “Good, I have time before I go
to work.” :
Schmitz stopped at Tom’s Hardward
in Oxford to buy five rounds of buck-
shot, before proceeding to Amedure’s
trailer in Orion Township. Hearrived at
the trailer shortly before 11am, knocked
on the door, and asked Amedure if he
had written the note. Gary Brady,
Amedure’s housemate, says that
Amedure denied writing the note, at
which point Schmitz told him that he
had to go turn off his car. Schmitz re-
turned with the shotgun-and shot

Amedure two times in the chest.

Schmitz drove away to a gas station,
where he call 911 from a phone booth.
He told the operator that he “just shota
man,” began crying, and said he killed
Amedure “because he fucking humili-
ated me on national TV.”

Prosecutor Aids Defense Case
Inapress conference on Friday, March
10, Oakland County Prosecutor Rich-
ard Thompsonlambasted themedia and
talk shows as the reason for this mur-
der. “Inmy view ‘The Jenny Jones Show’
ambushed this defendant with humilia-
tion,” Prosecutor Thompson said in the
Detroit News and Free Press, “In retali-
ation, the defendant ambushed the vic-
tim with a shotgun. . .Had this [show]
not occurred, I don’t believe this defen-
dant would be facing these charges.”
Statements made to the press by both
the prosecutor and the police led the
media to focus on the ostensible culpa-
bility of “The Jenny Jones Show” and
unethical media practices in general,

instead of focusing on the admitted
murderer’s homophobia.

Oakland County Sheriff John Nichols
called the talk show, “A cynical pursuit
of ratings over common decency and
good taste. They used a ruse to humili-
ate a person on national television.”

Newsprint, television, and radio me-
dia outlets printed the facts of the mur-
der,but gave credence to the viewpoints
of prosecutor Thompson and the police
by using headlines suchas “Deadly trick
on ‘Jenny Jones’” (The Detroit News),
“Man is slain after talk show surprise”
(The DetroitFree Press),and “Mankilled
over stunt on TV show” (The New York
Post). Stories focused on the personality
and problems of Scott Amedure, and
theresponsibility of the talk show, rather
than the homophobia of the admitted
murderer, Jonathan Schmitz.

It is not legally appropriate or pos-
sible for the prosecutor in this murder
case tobring charges against “The Jenny
Jones Show,” and the types of state-
ments put forth by prosecutor Thomp-



son to many observers seem inappro-
priate and unhelpful to his role as an
attorney bring charges against Schmitz.

According to Macomb County Pros-
ecutor Carl Marlinga, “It is not legally
forseeable that somebody would com-
mitamurder as aresult of being putinto
anembarassing situationona TV show...
I don’t see anything in this show that
made this segment more embarassing
orhumiliating than any other segments.
Simply because two people were of the
same sex is not cause for heightening
the reaction to murder.”

Marlinga continued: “Ithink that pros-
ecutor Thompson made a number of
unfortunate remarks. I was hoping that
by this time he would apologize for

charges, Stevenson said the clear moti-
vation for the statements is political.

“Dick Thompsonis a Republican. The
Republican party has been very clear
nationally and locally that they’re not
legislatively going to be a friend to the
gay community,” explained Stevenson.

Triangle Foundation’s Jeff Montgom-
ery agrees. “Thompsonisblatantly pan-
dering to his Republican constituency.
He’s not doing anything for the gay
community in Oakland County except
instilling fear and terror.”

While Thompson has responded, in
turn, that gay community leaders are
using theissuetoadvanceagayagenda,
Shea Howell asserted, “It would be nice
if we didn’t have to interject in this case.

Schmitz had sex after their night out
with Riley following the talk show.
Schmitz’s lawyer, Fred Gibson, was
quoted in the Oakland Press on March
11 as saying, “My client is not a homo-
sexual and takes great offense to anyone
who says he maintains such a lifestyle.”

Whether or not Schmitz is gay or bi-
sexual, the murder of Scott Amedure is
a hate crime. Homophobia is the moti-
vation and legimization of hate crimes
against gay men and lesbians. Accord-
ing to Jan Stevenson, “Fear and hatred
of gay men and lesbians leads to mur-
der. Hate crimes and the designation of
a hate crime by criminal justice offices is
about the reason for the crime or mur-
der, not about the sexual orientation of

them. ...I think it was inappro-
priate to shift some blame on
‘The Jenny Jones Show.” It mis-
directed attention from the real
crime, which was, on an indi-
vidual basis the tragic death of
Scott Amedure, and on a more
general basis anindication of
society’s willingness to give in
to irrational hatreds.”

Prosecutor Richard Thomp-
son would not come to the
phone or return calls from Be-
tween The Lines.

Queer Community Leaders
Bring Focus to Hate Crime
The Michigan gay/lesbian
community, however, doesnot
believe that queer crushes pro-
vokeviolence and murder. Ina

press conference on Monday, “
March 13, local queer community lead-
ers spoke out about the homophobia
motivating this murder, the mislaid
blame of the criminal justice system on
talk shows, and the misconstrued issues
portrayed in the media.

Responding to prosecutor Thomp-
son’s refusal to see this murder as ahate
crime, Shea Howell, Professor of Com-
munications at Oakland University said,
“This case in every instance meets the
criteria for a hate crime. “ S

“Richard Thompson is a public offi-

cial, and whether or not he agrees with

anyone’s sexual orientaton, he has a
obligation to stand up for the citizens in
Oakland County,” continued Howell.
“We have seen that in every state and
every city, if public officials and civic
leaders took a gay-affirmative stance,
violence went down. If officials remain
silent-or express ‘concern’ about issues
of sexual orientation, violence went up,
such as in Colorado after the anti-gay
ballot initiative was introduced.”

Jan Stevenson, Executive Director of
Affirmations Lesbian/Gay Community
Center, said that in the weeks following
themurder, Thompsonhas dughis heels
in, refusing to condemn anti-gay vio-
lence. “He recently said on TV that he
talked to a psychiatrist who has said
that murder is not an extraordinary re-
sponse. It'sin therange of whatcould be
expected of a man approached by an-
other man.” Questioning the helpful-
ness of such statements to Thompson's
ability to prosecute Schmitz on murder

the perpetrator. In the
Amedure case, the perpe-
trator, Jon Schmitz, was
clearly motivated by hatred,
fear, and revulsion of Scott
Amedure because he was a
gay man. Jon Schmitz’ sexu-
ality aside, this is clearly a
hate crime.”

The Broader Context and
Response
Unfortunately, the mur-
der of Scott Amedure is one
in a string of anti-gay/les-
bian homicides in Michigan
over the past decade. These
homicides reflect contin-
ued and increasingly vio-
lent and hateful attacks on
gay men, lesbians, bisexual

In Dearborn Heights, this type of re-
sponse was not necessary, because the
police understood that the murder of
Gary Rocus was a gay hate crime.”

Continued Pressure on Thompson
On April 4, Jonathan Schmitz will at-

tend a preliminary hearing based on the
charge of premeditated, first degree
murder. Affirmations, the Triangle
Foundation, and the National Gay and

Lesbian Task Force have planned a vigil -

at 7 pm at the Oakland County Court-
house to remember Scott Amedure and
speak out against homophobia.

Until then, activists continue to place
pressure on Dick Thompson for a hate
crimes designation. Chris Dietz, mem-
ber of Log Cabin Republicans, a gay and
lesbian political group, says Log Cabin
is trying to get support from Republi-
cans in Oakland County to recognize
the murder as a hate crime and put
pressure on Thompson. As of now, Log
Cabin’s Republican contacts want to
wait for more information about the
murder, and are not pressing for a hate
crimes designation.

Says Dietz, “This case is about mur-
der, the murder of a gay man. It is also
about the very Republican concept of
personal responsibility, which Mr. Th-
ompson seems tohave forgotten about.”

Questions Remain
Some facts of the case have not been
resolved. Scott Amedure’s mother as-
serts that Amedure told her that he and

and transgender people in
Michiganand throughout thenationand
demand a cogent and forceful response
from the queer communities.

Murder is one extreme on a continuum
of violence against queer people. Vio-
lence of any form against gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender people en-
forces the repression and oppression of
queer people through the powerful
weapons of homophobia and
heterosexism. A single murder of a gay
man or lesbian sends a powerful mes-
sage to all of our communities that we
arehated, despised, and unsafe. A single
incident of violence serves to put all of
our communities on notice that we are
vulnerable to attack and to murder. Vio-
lence serves to pressure us to be silent
and compliant, to stay “in line”, to not
speak out, to not come out.

Our response to the murder of Scott
Amedure and to the murder and/or
victimization of every other gay man,
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender person
must be exactly the opposite of the in-
tent of the violence. While we must ac-
knowledge our vulnerability, we must
also be visible, speak out, and come out.
Violence demands fear; we must assert
pride. Violence demands submission;
we must assert liberation.

Inthe particular case of Scott Amedure,
the collusion of the media and criminal
justice system to resist labelling the
murder as a hate crime continues to
entrench the notion that queer people
are not victimized by hatred and big-
otry. In fact, the violence that gay, les-

‘bian, bisexual, and transgender people

experience as a result of their sexual
orientation and/or gender identity is
but one piece of hatred and bigotry.
Hatefullanguage, legislation which per-
secutes people based on their sexual
orientation, and murder all exist in the
same continuum as mechanisms to con-
tinue the oppression of gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender people.

Our response as a community must
not be to cower in fear, to limit or mini-
mize our activities, to silence and edit
our lives. Our response must be to come
out more, to speak publicly about our
lives as queer people, and to demand
justice for those who victimize us and
for ourselves. We deserve to live and be
heard. We deserve lives free from vie-
lence. We deserve civil rights. We de-
serve to demand our vision of a world
free of homophobia and heterosexism.
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