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In Memoriam
Kaye 
McDuffie
March 19, 1954 to 
January 29, 2014

by Jacob A. Distel, Jr.

On January 29, 2014, the Lansing Area 
AIDS Network lost one of its own, Kaye 
McDuffie. I cannot share the extent 
to which this loss has devastated me, 
this agency, or more importantly the 
community. For over two decades, Kaye 
was a pioneer in HIV work and in all 
realm of social justice. She will forever 
be missed and can never be replaced. In 
her memory I would like to share with you 
comments that I made with a very heavy 
heart at her Memorial Service.

Until I met Kaye 
I had never met a 
super hero, a trite 
remark, perhaps. 
but justified. This 
feeling is why 
her passing is 
so shocking to 
so many of us. 
Although Kaye’s 
struggle was clear 
during the last year 
of her life, somehow we felt, and hoped, 
that this injustice would we leveled, that 
this guardian of justice would remain 
among us. Silly notions, perhaps, but 
notions that probably filled many hearts.

More than any other individual that I have 
been privileged to know, I feel that Kaye 
was an agent for change. This room is filled 

Kaye McDuffie

A Push for 
Further 
Inclusion in 
BSA
by Molly Stephens, 
LAHR Intern

My name is Molly Stephens and I am 
an Intern for the Lansing Association 
for Human Rights. As a Michigan State 
University senior who is passionate about 
LGBTQ community empowerment, civil 
rights, and social justice, I was delighted to 
jump on board with LAHR this spring. 

In 2013, Boy Scouts of America (BSA) 
lifted the longstanding ban on inclusion 
of gay youth. This new (and improved) 
youth membership standard went into 
effect January 1st of this year- a change 
that is monumental to the push for 
improved LGBTQ livelihoods and equality. 
Unfortunately, discrimination still abounds 
in BSA as it remains in the Membership 
Standards Resolution that membership is 
not granted to those openly identifying as 
homosexual over the age of 18. 

It is my duty this semester to assist Dr. 
Susan Masten, a professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and Michigan 
State, in creating a strong network of 
allies both locally, and nationally, who are 
united in the movement towards complete 
acceptance and inclusion of LGBTQ 
identifiers by BSA. This network will be 
constructed through advocacy and outreach 
beginning with mid-Michigan Boy Scout 
troops and their sponsoring organizations. 
In addition, research is necessary to better 
understand the missions of these sponsoring 
organizations and their policies on non-
discrimination. This will be a long-term 
project that I would like to see become 
sustainable and beneficial to the future 
successes of LAHR.

I was originally discouraged by the idea 
of taking on a project so much larger than 

LAHR / LCC Event & Movie
by Frank Vaca, LAHR Vice President

Friday, March 21, 2014 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Lansing Community College Main Campus

Room Health Human Services Room 006 (Subject to change)

Sponsored by LCC Gay Straight Alliance and the Lansing Association for Human Rights

5pm-6:15pm 
Todd A. Heywood will be speaking and presenting “Raw Deal”

Learning Outcomes:

Understand the behavioral and cultural constructs, as well as 
biological realities as to why MSM communities are at higher risk for HIV infection.
Understand how current prevention messaging presents false assumptions and securities 
for people at risk of infection. 
Be introduced to risk reduction techniques that are proven effective, but generally not 
discussed

6:20-7:00 Viewing of the film United in Anger along with personal stories  
United in Anger:  How a small group of men and women of all races and classes, came 
together to change the world and save each other’s lives.

7:00-7:30 LAHR intern presentation

7:30-8pm Reactions open mic.

Mark your calendars for an entertaining, educational and fun event!!(Continued on page 4)
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with the lives of those she has changed, 
lives that she has improved.  Everyone that 
I have spoken with during these last few 
days have been consistent with their sorrow, 
their praise, and have shared stories of the 
generous support that they received from 
Kaye and referenced that universal hug of 
hers.

Over the course of the last few days many 
have shared that Kaye loved LAAN. I 
believe this. During the last few days, 
however, I have asked myself what it was 
about LAAN that had instilled such passion 
in Kaye. Finally, and as ego-deflating as it 
was, I finally determined that her passion for 
LAAN had little to do with me, with the staff 
of LAAN, or the agency itself.  It was really 
about the people we serve. It could have 
likely been any agency that had given Kaye 
the opportunity to champion for those who 
needed a hero. She loved the agency simply 
because she was absolutely passionate about 
working against social injustice, helping 
the weakest among us, speaking out against 
stigmatization of all kinds, against racism, 
against homophobia, and against all forms 

of prejudice and inequity. LAAN was 
just fortunate that she had landed on our 
doorstep. I was fortunate that she had landed 
into my life. 

I have never met anyone, and I suspect that 
I never will, whose passion for the work she 
did was so clear and so directive. Kaye was 
a person of the cleanest integrity, honesty, 
loyalty, and compassion that you would ever 
hope to meet.  I believe that we all share that 
sense of appreciation for Kaye’s work and 
the manner in which she lived her life and 
impacted each one of us.

There was a vitality about Kaye that was 
present even as she began to close the last 
chapter of her life. That raucous laugh of her 
was present in each of my conversations with 
her even after she had left the agency, even 
as illness had swept over her. That laugh, 
her welcoming hug, and the brief peck of a 
kiss that became her greeting are things that 
I hope will remain with my spirit forever. 
I have lost a loving friend and mentor. We 
have all lost an agent of good and a guardian 
of truth. Kaye was indeed a superhero. I’d 
like to share a favorite quote of mine that I 
have used before but probably never more 
appropriately:

(Continued on page 8) (Continued on page 10)

Poll Shows Majority of Michigan 
Voters Support Marriage Equality and 
Consider Ban Unconstitutional

59% of Michigan voters believe the 
state’s ban on same-sex marriage is 
unconstitutional!!
A new poll of 600 registered voters in 
Michigan shows strong support for civil 
marriage equality in Michigan. According 
to the poll, 59% of Michigan voters believe 
that Michigan’s ban on same-sex marriage 
passed by voters in 2004 is unconstitutional. 
While courts around the nation debate the 
issue, 63% of Michigan voters support 
recognizing marriages from other states.  
Polls have consistently shown support for 
passage of marriage equality in Michigan, 
and this poll shows 56.2% of voters continue 
to support marriage equality. Opposition to 
same-sex marriage has dropped from 37.6% 
in May 2013 to 33.8% in February 2014.

Equality Michigan, the only statewide anti-
violence and advocacy organization serving 
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Developments in Elderly 
LGBT Project

by Jillian Knapp

To recap my project 
originally consisted of 
LAHR board members 
and I creating a 
survey to hand out to 
Lansing senior housing 
facilities and nursing 
homes on the matters 

of senior centers affirming environments 
for elderly LGBT individuals.  Some of the 
questions include LGBT specific training 
of staff, LGBT information provided to 
residence, anti-discrimination polices, and 
LGBT marketing efforts. These surveys 
are being used to rate each facility on their 
affirming environments towards the aging 
LGBT residents. 

To gain more insight and background on the 
issue I had a meeting with Anne Hughes, 
one of the creators of “Greater Lansing 
Guide to Aging Services for the LGBTQI 
Community.” Anne informed me that when 
originally creating the guide in 2010 and 
2011 her team had the same idea to survey 
the senior facilities and rate them on how 
affirming their environments were towards 

elderly LGBT individuals.  The problem was 
that ALL of the facilities’ directors did not 
have a clue that elderly LGBT individuals 
could have been living in their senior 
centers.  None of the facilities had LGBT 
policies, LGBT sensitivity training, or 
LGBT sensitivity material.  In the end there 
was no way to rate the facilities because 
each one was on the same level in that they 
had no practices or policies including aging 
LGBT individuals. 

Penny Gardner, the LAHR board members, 
and I have decided to go forward and 
complete our project.  It has been three to 
four years since the facilities were originally 
surveyed so hopefully some policies and 
practices that include LGBT individuals 
have been implemented. With all the work 
that SAGE (Services and Advocacy for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Elders) 
and the Nation Resource Center on LGBT 
Ageing has done in the past couple years 
for the aging LGBT community hopefully 
some of that awareness has affected Lansing 
senior centers. For the facilities that have 
not implemented LGBT policies I am going 
to offer them information and resources 

that can help them include elderly LGBT 
practices into their senior center. 

I have just started calling facilities and 
distributing the survey we have created.  I 
am interested to see what the results of that 
survey will be this time around.  If readers 
have any information or stories about their 
experiences with health care facilities or 
senior centers feel free to share it with me at 
knappjil@msu.edu.

When through one person 
A little more love 

And goodness. 
A little more light 

And truth 
Come into the World 

Than that person’s life 
Has had meaning.

Kaye’s life had tremendous meaning. 
For that and for so many reasons she will 
forever be my hero. 
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