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Memorials 

Dear OLOC, 
Have we finally achieved equality? 
I noticed the beautiful ad on the inside 

back cover of Lesbian Connection for the 
July Gathering. It says OLOC is committed to 
accessibility, anti-racism, and anti-classism. 
What about anti-sexism? Is it a done deal? 
Are we finally accepted as women, Lesbians, 
females in the world? Is there equal pay? 
Has violence against women been eradi-
cated? Perhaps I missed the 51% majority of 
women in Congress. And, while I was 
slumbering for a few years, a woman 
occupied the White House, and as many 
women as men were chairpersons of the 
boards of Fortune 500 companies. Fashion 
houses showed women in comfortable, 
functional shoes and stopped showing 
cleavage. And mothers dressed little girls in 
comfortable play clothes designed for 
outdoor games instead of colorful party 
dresses, open-toed shoes, and long hair 
designed to retain their femininity. 

And how could I forget pornography, that 
flourishing multi-billion-dollar business that is 
dedicated to the degradation, humiliation, 
and destruction of the female spirit? 

So, here’s my question. Why does the 
national steering committee of OLOC refuse 
to acknowledge that the patriarchy is alive 
and well, that women—females—Lesbians 

the world over, are rendered miserable 
because of blatant woman-hating, which is 
covered up by the bland name of sexism? 

I urge the national steering committee of 
OLOC to ALWAYS link the three main 
oppressions—the three-legged stool of 
patriarchy—sexism, racism, classism, and 
NEVER leave one of them out of the 
equation. And NEVER substitute the vague 
term “accessibility” for any of them. 
 Sandy Tate, 1935 
(Note: The Steering Committee agrees with 
Sandy and apologizes for the inadvertent 
omission in the ad. If you notice other places 
we have left out sexism, please let us know.) 
Dear OLOC, 

I wish to share a thought I have in 
response to Words for Thought from 
Cruikshank on p. 3 in The Reporter, Dec. 
2012. Peg Cruikshank refers to the term old 
as an identity that is hiding other distinctions 
such as health status and class. However, I 
don’t think the term old as used by OLOC is 
meant to describe an identity as much as it is 
an attempt to turn a negative label into a 
neutral or positive one. 

Old in our society has been used to 
designate something or someone used up or 
needing to be discarded. OLOC has turned 

(Continued on page 8) 

Joyce Jackson, 1948–2013 

OLOC is sad to report that Joyce Jackson, 
OLOC member from Lansing, MI, died in late 
March. She attended the Boston Gathering 
last year and will be strongly missed. We 
hope to have more about Joyce in a future issue. 
In Remembrance Program 

You can honor a loved one who has 
passed away by purchasing a plate to be 
added to the OLOC Memorial Plaque. At 
each National Gathering, we hold a moving 

and inspiring ceremony of remembrance to 
commemorate those Lesbians who have 
died. Memorial plaques are displayed along 
with a slide presentation. If you make a $20 
donation (more if you can, less if you can’t), 
submit a photo of the Lesbian you wish to 
honor, and include her birth and death years, 
we will include her in our slide show. Also 
donations from anyone of any amount will 
help to cover the cost of honoring Lesbians 
who have died. 
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